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That invasion was, for its immediate purpose, isrs.
successful.    Shere Ali followed precedent, and dis-
appeared, as Mr. Gladstone had predicted that he
would.    He left Kabul after the victory of General Dec. is.
Roberts at Peiwar Khotal, accompanied by those
members of the Russian mission who had remained n^t a

after the departure of the Envoy in August, and it sSero AH
was his intention to lay his case before the Czar at
Petersburg.    But the Czar wanted neither him nor
his case.    Russia had no further use for him, and
he died, a broken man, at Mazar-i- Sheriff on the
21st of February 1879.     On his flight from his 1879.
capital his rebellious son, Yakub Khan, was re-
leased, or released himself, from prison, and at once
opened communications with the Government of
India.     "The primary condition of a strong, in-
dependent Afghanistan," Lord  Lytton  wrote to Jan. 10.
Lord Cranbrook, "is a strong, independent ruler."
Such a ruler he conceived himself to have found recognition
in  Yakub,  with  whom  he   thought it  safe  and as Ami?.
expedient to form friendly relations.    Yakub was
quite ready.     Five days  after Shere Ali's death
Major Cavagnari received from the new Amir one
of those picturesque epistles in which Mohamme-
dan potentates  express or disguise their feelings.
His "worthy and exalted father," who possessed
at least sense enough to keep him in prison, had
" obeyed the call of the Summoner, and throwing
off the dress of existence, hastened to the region
of the divine ^lercy.     Since every living being
must relinquish the robe of life, and must drink
the draught of death," Yakub was "resigned and
patient   under"  the  "heavy   calamity and   mis-
fortune"  which made him  a ruler instead of a
captive.      And   as Ms  "exalted father   was   an
ancient friend of the illustrious British  Govern-
ment," he sent the intimation of his loss " out of
friendship."   Lord Lytton, who had treated Shere